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BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   BFOUSA has launched the 
project “Vision Bihar” with the 
mission to develop eye-care 
infrastructure to support hundreds 
of bed-equipped super-especiality 
eye hospitals covering hundreds 
of kilometers from base hospitals 
resulting into thousands of free 
surgeries per year and hundreds of 
thousands of children screened per 
year with a byproduct of local em-
ployment and betterment of living 
standards for people of Bihar. 
   “The BFOUSA project team has 
been working hard for several 
months on this initiative. The 
proces of this launch invovlved 
multiple visits to potential collab-
orators across different parts of 
India. In particular, the project team 
performed an extensive search 
to find potential eye facilities to 
collaborate. As a result, we have 
selected Sri Sai Lions Netralaya 
(SSLN) located at Patna,” said 
BFOUSA Chief Operating Officer 

Rajiv Sinha. 
   On Apr. 29, project MOU was 
signed with an initial token money 
of $5000 donated by BFOUSA 
to kick off the activities. MOU 
was signed in the presence of Er. 
Ashok Kumar, secretary of SSLN, 
and Dr. Jayant Kumar, DIrector of 
BFOUSA. 
   “The initial committment includes 
200 cataract surgeries. Target for 
2018 has been raised to 2000 sur-
geries followed by 5000 surgeries 
in 2019,” said BFOUSA Project 
Director Shyam Choudhary.
   Sri Sai Lions Netralaya is serving 
people with eye related diseases 
since December 12th, 2004. Their 
main focus is on cataract, which is 
a common eye-ailment and if is not 
treated or removed on time, leads 
to total blindness. Though cataract 
is curable, there are many people 
that do not look for help mainly 
because of poorness, and what 
they do not know is that with this 
problem they are heading towards 
blindness. 
   Sri Sai Lions Netralaya started 
as a 10 bed Eye Hospital. By De-

cember 2007, the hospital already 
had 25 beds, and by 2011, this 
multi-facility Eye Hospital counted 
with 70 beds as well as with many 
specialized services and advanced 
diagnostic equipments. It has 
survived and expanded due to the 

active support of numerous well 
wishers, who extended their hand 
every moment. 
   The signed MOU is a continu-
ation of such significant support 
allowing SSLN to increase their 
surgeries beyond 20,000.

 Sri Sai Lions Netralaya and BFOUSA  sign the Memorandum of Understanding.
// SRI SAI LIONS NETRALAYA

BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   Around Mar. 2, several Indian 
organizations such as Asha Stan-
ford  and Rana hosted fun-filled 
Holi celebrations. Indians living in 
the Bay Area used this opportunity 
to gather with their own community 
and enjoy the festivivities of their 
own cultural holiday.

HOLI FESTIVALS ADD VARIETY 
OF COLORS TO THE BAY AREA

BIHAR FOUNDATION OF USA LAUNCHES PROJECT “VISION BIHAR”; 
SIGNS THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH SSLN

PRIDE OF BIHAR: 100 YEARS OF 
CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA

Asha Stanford hosts Holi celebration.
// SF.FUNCHEAP.COM

Mohandas Gandhi leads a protest.   
 //  BIHARPRABHA NEWS

BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

Numerous institutions in several 
cities across Bihar, India and 
the world are remembering and 
celebrating hundred years of 
Champaran Satyagraha. Mahatma 
Gandhi started his journey from 
Champaran ...

See “CHAMPARAN” on Page 3

WATSON-KNOCK LEADS CHEN-
NAI SUPERKINGS TO CLINCH 
THEIR THIRD IPL TITLE 
- Watson’s phenomenal century 
and Dhoni’s captaincy lead the 
Chennai Super Kings to win the 
2018 VIVO IPL trophy.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 
DOMINATE NBA  WITH THEIR 
HIGH-SCORING OFFENSE
- Kevin Durant’s contribution to ev-
ery aspect of the game and Steph 
Curry’s phenomenal shooting earn 
the Warriors the 2018 NBA title.

SCHOOL SHOOTINGS INCLUD-
ING PARKLAND AND SANTA FE 
EMPOWER STUDENT ACTIVISM
- On Feb. 14, 17 people were shot 
dead at Stoneman Douglas High 
School. On May 18, ten people 
died at Santa Fe High School

PRINCE HARRY WEDS MEGHAN 
MARKLE AT AGE OF 33
- The English prince gets approval 
from the queen for his marriage.

BY RAJIV SINHA
BFOUSA Vice Chairman

   It is my pleasure to introduce you, 
“ENVISION BIHAR TRIBUNE”, the first 
edition of the quarterly newsletter as a 
new “Bihari Bonding” Initiative under 
the program called “Vision Bihar” by our 
organization, Bihar Foundation of USA. 
This newsletter is a historic moment in 
our lives as this is the first ever newsletter 
published by Bihari organizations in the 
USA and even more, this is the first ever 
newsletter managed and published by 
Youth Biharis across the USA and the 
world.
   “Vision Bihar” is an official program 
launched by BFOUSA with the mission of 
defining and fulfilling the vision for Bihar, 
segment by segment through project 
based conception and implementation 
approach. Our first mission segment and 
hence the first project under “Vision Bihar” 
program is “Eye Care in Bihar (ECIB).”
   I personally congratulate Shyam Chaud-
hary, Deepak Sharma and Ronit Kumar to 
lead the program launch, website launch 
and newsletter launch respectively. My 
personal hearty thanks to the BFOUSA 
executive committee members for their 
unprecedented support.

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MESSAGE

TOP NEWS

BIHAR FOUNDATION OF USA
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ECIB/SSLN PROJECT MILESTONES
BY SHYAM CHOUDHARY
Program Managing Director 

BFOUSA has set these goals for progress in the upcoming years.
// SHYAM CHOUDHARY

BY SHYAM CHOUDHARY
Program Managing Director

Mobile Clinic - for urban and 
industrial communities - linked with 
Main Hospital
1. Mobile Eye Clinic serves the 
Urban and Industrial community by 
providing eye care services at their 
working places.
2. Patients are examined with 
medication and those needed sur-
gery are brought to the hospital for 
required surgical procedures.
3. The Industrial Eye screening 
help the corporate community by 
promoting awareness about eye 
health care. 

ECIB/SSLN PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   In 2017, India changed its defi-
nition of blindness from the 1976 
version which was an individual’s 
inability to count fingers from a dis-
tance of six meters. The new defi-
nition altered the same distance to 
only three meters due to the rapidly 
growing blind population throughout 
the nation.
   The old definition presented India 
in a miserable state to other nations. 
The new definition was a propa-
ganda to upgrade India’s displayed 
economic status.
   “Because of the earlier definition, 
we were projecting a high figure of 
blind people from India at any inter-
national forum, presenting ourselves 
in poor light,” said Dr. Promila 
Gupta, Deputy Director General of 
National Programme for Control of 
Blindness (Times of India).
   In addition, the World Health 
Organization set a goal for India 
to reduce the blind population 
from 1.25 to 0.3 percent. This new 
definition drastically decreased the 
number of blind people from 1.20 
crore to 80 lakh. As a result, India 
used this strategy to lower the work 
load and financial needs to reach 

the WHO goal.
   “Using the earlier NPCB definition, 
we addressed an extra 4 million, 
said ophthalmology Professor 
Praveen Vashist, in-charge Commu-
nity Ophthalmology (Times of India).
   In addition, India contains more 
than one-third of the world’s blind 
population. This puts immense 
pressure on the Indian government 
to portray India as an economically 
growing nation rather than one in 
a depressed state. Some progress 
has been made as India reduced 
the blindness prevalence of people 
aged 50 and above from 9.8 to 8.5 
percent in 2018. However, India still 
needs to cure many more patients.

INDIA REDEFINES BLINDNESSDEF-

Doctor examines blind person.
//  HEALTH JOURNAL

Free Eye camps - in remote 
areas - followed by Free Surgery
1. Bring eye care to the doorsteps 
of those who have no access to 
these services.
2. Patients indentified as requiring 
surgical intervention are brought to 
the hospital.
3. At the main hospital, patients 
receive surgery followed by 
post-surgical medical care before 
they are dropped back.
4. Increase overall awareness 
about eye health care. 

Distributed Vision Centers - 
Throughout the State - linked with 
Central Hospital
1. Vision centers are equipped 
with basic ophthalmic equipment 
(examples - Streak Retinoscope, 
Direct Ophthalmoscope, BP ap-
paratus, etc.) and a computer with 
internet connectivity.
2. These centers are run by well 
trained optometrists or ophthalmic 
technician.
3. Optical dispensing are also 
done at the vision center itself.
4. Only surgical cases are referred 
to the base hospital.

Student Eye Care Program
The program covers children of 
6 to 15 years. These children are 
screened in their schools and 
treated for eye problems. The 
program has been going in and 
around Patna very successfully 
1. Computerized Eye Chek-up
2. Distant and Near vision                      
Check-up and Refraction
3. Free distribution of spectacles
4. Color Blindness Check-up
5. Free eye surgery for ailments 
like cataract and squint

// SSLN

// SSLN

// SSLN

// SSLN

OPD Facility, Main Hospital 
at Patna
1. Routine Vision Check-up
2. Slit Lamp Examination
3. Computerized Eye Testing
4. Refraction
5. Multiple Clinics - (Contact Lens, 
Cornea, Glaucoma Squin, Diabe-
tes, Low Vision)
6. Diagnostics Facilities
7. Surgical Facilities

// SSLN

ECIB PROJECT COLLABORATION 
WITH SRI SAI LIONS NETRALAYA



BY RONIT KUMAR 
Editor-in-Chief

   I was full of delight when the 
Golden State Warriors created a 
dynasty by winning their third NBA 
title in four years after sweeping 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, who 
struggled in every aspect of the 
game throughout the series. 
   Warriors All-Star Kevin Durant 
won the Finals MVP title for two 
years in a row. His phenomenal 
Game 3 performance greatly 
empopwered him to win this award 
as he contributed to the game 
with a combination of shooting, 
assists, rebounds, and even 
defense. According to me, he 
definitely deserved this award as 
he maintained his legacy despite 
uniting with other Warriors’ stars 
who indirectly challenged him for 
the MVP trophy.
   On the other hand, Warriors 
All-Star Stephen Curry was the 
popular player to earn the award 
this year. Both his Game 2 and 4 
performances were worth remem-
bering. I was both appauled but 
at the same time expecting Curry 
to set a finals record when he 
demolished the Cavaliers’ defense 
and drained nine three-pointers in 
Game 2. 
   Despite being a Warriors fan, 
I still believe that Cavaliers 
legend Lebron James deserves 
a championship ring more than 
any other player in the NBA. He 
single-handedly led the Cavaliers 
to their fourth straight final. Unfor-
tunately for him, the Cavaliers only 
won one out of their last four final 
meetings with the Warriors.James’ 
superhuman strength allows him 
to dominate over his opponents on 
both offense and defense. 
   Other than the finals’ super-
stars, season MVP candidate and 
Houston Rockets’ All-Star James 
Harden led his team’s offense to 

achieve the best regular season 
record in 2018. His playmaking and 
shooting ability was unstoppable 
by any opponent. I believe that the 
Rockets were the team that de-
seved the championship this year. 
However, Chris Paul’s injury ended 
their chances against the Warriors.
   One of the most impressive play-
off teams was the Boston Celtics, 
who became Eastern Conference 
runner-ups despite the absence 
of stars Kyrie Iriving and Gordon 
Hayward for the entire playoffs. 
Al Horford and Jason Taytum 
successfully propelled the team 
forward throughout each playoff 
series. According to me, this team 
deserved to qualify for the NBA 
Final more than the Cavaliers.
   The Toronto Raptors have also 
been one of the most dissapoint-
ing teams of the playoffs. Despite 
earning the top seed in the East, 
the Raptors were swept by the 
Cavaliers, who struggled much 
more throughtout the entire 
season. With the help of stars 
Kyle Lowry, Demar DeRozan, and 
defense specialist Serge Ibaka, the 
Raptors had a dominant regular 
season. However, I have seen 
them consistently choke each year 
in the playoffs.
   The looming question of the 2018 
NBA Offseason remains the follow-
ing: Which team will Lebron James 
play for next season? 
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BY RONIT KUMAR 
Editor-in-Chief

Q: How large is the blind population in the 
world?
A: 37 million

Q: How large is the blind population in India?
A: 15 million

Q: How large is the blind population in Bihar?
A: 646,000 people

Q: What is the WHO goal?
A: The goal is to reduce India’s blindness to 0.3 
percent by 2020.

Q: What is the cost to cure blindness?
A. $32/person

Q: By how much did the Indian blind population 
reduce because of the new definition?
A. 4 million

Q: Does India have the largest blind population?
A. Yes

DID YOU KNOW THESE FUN FACTS ABOUT BLINDNESS? Q&A

making, once again, Bihar the 
birthplace of yet another historical 
significance, namely Indian freedom 
struggle.
   After his return to India from South 
Africa in 1914 Gandhiji tried his 
method of Satyagraha on what may 
be called a mass scale for the first 
time in Champaran. Howhewasled-
totakeupthecauseof the oppressed 
Champaran ryot and how as a 
result was compelled to civilly defy 
a police order for the first time on 
Indian soil has been graphically de-
scribed by him in his autobiography. 
About the Champaran Satyagraha 
he however wrote “To give a full
account of the Champaran enquiry 
would be to narrate the history, for 
the period, of the Champaran
riot, which is out of the question in 
these chapters. The Champaran 
enquiry was a bold experiment with 
truth and ahimsa. For the details the 
reader must turn to Sjt. Rajen-
draprasad’s history of the Cham- 
paran Satyagraha.”
   It is interesting to notice that 
Mahatma Gandhi suggested others 
to read Rajendra Prasad’s novel 
“Satyagraha in Champaran” to learn 
more about the historical event.
   On the 15th April, 1917, Ma-
hatmaji accompanied by Babus 
Dharanidhar and Ramnavmiprasad 
started by the midday train for 
Motihari. He was from his very start 
expecting a warrant of arrest. With 
the exception of a few necessary 
articles he had put the rest of his 
luggage separately in a trunk. A 
large number of gentlemen came 
to see him off at the station. On the 
way at almost every station
a large number of tenants had 
assembled to greet him. Mahatmaji 
reached Motihari at 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon and went straight to 
the house of Babu Gorakhprasad, 
pleader, where he stopped. The 
news of his arrival spread through 
the town in no time, and a large 
crowd assembled there. Many 
government servants also came to 

sec him; but finding the police there 
these retraced their steps. Mahat-
maji immediately decided to visit 
a village, Jasaulipatti, on the next 
day, from where news of oppression 
on a respectable farmer had been 
received and the other tenants 
were informed that their statements 
would be recorded on the follow-
ing Thursday after his return from 
Jasaulipatti.
   As a result, Gandhi indirectly 
achieved success at Champaran.
   The eyes of all India from one end 
to the other were turned towards 
Champaran. Time passed, as if al-
most unnoticed, and it was about 12 
noon. Mahatmaji separated those of 
his things which he wanted to take 
with himself to jail from those which 
he wanted to leave behind, and kept 
the latter in a separate place. The 
work of recording statements was 
also stopped today and the tenants 
were told that this work would com-
mence again on the following day. 
At quarter past 12 Mahatmaji, ac-
companied by his two interpreters, 
started in a carriage for the court. 
On the way Babu Dharanidhar told 
Mahatmaji that he and Babu Ram-
navmi had decided to follow him to 
jail, even though others might not. 
Mahatma ji felt very much pleased 
and said with joy, “Now I know we 
shall succeed.” 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad wrote “Satyagraha 
in Champaran. // WIKIPEDIA

Kevin Durant earns 2018 Final MVP 
Award //  CLUTCHPOINTS

Submit your 
questions using 
this QR Code.

Submit your ar-
ticle using this 
QR Code.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: 
BAY AREA TOPS NBA SEASON

“CHAMPARAN” - FROM PAGE 1



4 ENTERTAINMENT JUNE 9 2018

BIHAR FOUNDATION OF USA
www.biharfoundationusa.org
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Twitter: @biharfoundation

This newspaper strives to cover the news accurately, fairly, 
honestly. It is our policy to correct significant errors of fact. 
All corrections should be emailed to biharfoundationus@
gmail.com. 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Ronit Kumar

I will be a junior at Dougherty Valley High 
School in the upcoming school year. My 
hobbies are playing chess and football. 
I joined the school newspaper in ninth 
grade and work as the sports editor.

STAFF WRITER
Aditya Prasad

BY RONIT KUMAR & 
ADITYA PRASAD
Editor-in-Chief & Staff Writer

   On May 27, mighty Chennai 
Super Kings clinched IPL 2018 by 
cruising to a victory over top-seed-
ed Sunrisers Hyderabad at the  
Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai. 
   CSK batsman Shane Watson 
has become the new prodigy after 
he single-handedly led his team 
to victory in the final due to his un-
beaten 117 off 57, despite starting 
0 off 11.
   However, several players have 
contributed to CSK’s phenomenal 
success throughout the season, 
including the Great Bihari “Captain 
Cool”, Mahendra Singh Dhoni. His 
motivating leadership, late-game 
decisions, and batting knocks 
propelled CSK to dominate this 
IPL season.
   When asked about his stunning 
decision to not bowl Harbhajan 
Singh in the playoffs, Dhoni 
replied, “I have a lot of cars and 
bikes at home, but I don’t ride all 
of them at the same time” (Indian 
Express).
   Dhoni remains the “king” of Indi-
an cricket through his contributions 
to many aspects of the game for 

the Indian Cricket Team. His great 
performance under pressure has 
led both the Chennai Super Kings 
and his national team to many 
“behind-the-back” victories. In ad-
dition, his end-game decisions due 
to his captaincy always gives his 
team a fighting chance regardless 
of the situation of his team. Lastly, 
his agility during wicket-keeping 
leads to many run-outs against his 
opponents.
   Besides the obvious legend, 
Patna-born batsman Ishan Kishan 
showed signs of improvement. His 
most memorable knock was the 
62 off 21 against Knight Riders at 
Eden Gardens. He led the Mumbai 
Indians to score 210 runs on the 
board and shockingly demolish the 
Kolkata Knight Riders that night.
   The next IPL season approaches 
with more young talent to display 
throughout India.

BIHAR REMAINS THE DOMINANT 
KING OF THE VIVO IPL 2018

Shane Watson thanks MSD for his 
slam. // CATCH NEWS

BIHAR INTRODUCES BUDDHISM TO THE REST OF THE WORLD
BY RONIT KUMAR
Editor-in-Chief

   Bihar is where the Buddha began 
his journey to enlightenment and 
it’s possible to follow in his sacred 
footsteps. The most important 
Buddhist pilgrimmage place in 
the world is Bodhgaya, where the 
Buddha became enlightened while 
meditating under a bodhi tree. 
   The magnificent Maha Bodhi 
Temple, which is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, marks the spot. It’s 

a sprawling and serene place to 
spend some time. 
   The site contains a descendant 
of the Bodhi Tree under which 
Buddha gained enlightenment and 
has been a major pilgrimmage 
destination for Buddhists for well 
over two thousand years, and 
some elements probably date to 
the period of Ashoka. What is now 
visible on the ground essentially 
dates from the 7th century CE, or 
perhaps somewhat earlier, as well 
as several major restorations since 

the 19th century. But the structure 
now may well incorporate large 
parts of earlier work, possibly from 
the 2nd or 3rd century CE. The 
temple complex includes two large 
straight-sided shikhara towers, the 
largest over 180 feet high. This is a 
stylistic feature of Jain temples.
   Bodhgaya also has many Bud-
dhist monasteries and temples, 
with varying architecture styles. 
If you’re interested in Buddhism, 
you’ll find plenty of courses and 
retreats on offer there.

BOLLYWOOD LAUNCHES A VARIETY OF MOVIES; HOWEVER, THE 
OLDER CLASSICS REMAIN THE “PEAK” OF BOLLYWOOD MOVIES
BY ADITYA PRASAD
Staff Writer

   With new movies coming out 
throughout the years, we have 
to go back and acknowledge the 
great classics. 
   Nadiya Ke Paaris is a 1982 Hindi 
film directed by Govin Moonis and 
produced by Rajshri Productions. It 
received a lot of mixed reviews at 
first, but ended up being a movie 

that was loved by all. 
   Filled with lovely folk songs and 
story line, this movie is extreme-
ly simple, sweet and loving. It 
remains an inspiration for many 
other movies including the biggest 
hit of Bollywood “Hum Aapke Hain 
Kaun”. The movie stars were some 
of the finest and most loved actors 
of Bollywood. Sachin and Sadhna 
did great justice to the movie in 
their lead roles.

   A young man, Chandan, meets 
a woman named Gunja across the 
river. Her sister, ends up marrying 
his brother and gets pregnant 
with his child. Her sister then asks 
Gunja to help her with running the 
house. This gives the chance of 
Gunja and Chandan to grow. But 
then her sister dies and Gunja is 
forced to marry his brother.
  These classics remain the “Gold-
en Age” of Bollywood releases.

Bodhgaya attracts foreign tourists. 
//  CAREER PORTAL

I go to Valley Christian High School and 
I’m going to be in 12th grade. I love to 
play soccer and play video games. But 
when I’m not at home, I like going out to 
play basketball with friends.

Chandan and Gunja meet in the  wed-
ding scene. // AAOBIHAR


